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Barriers to achieving college 

readiness, access & success 

1. Academic barriers 

ČLimited English academic language 

ČLack of academic rigor 

2. Financial barriers 

ČFamily obligations 

ČLack of knowledge of opportunities 

ČIssues of documentation 

3. Structural barriers 

ČDisconnect between school, teachers and parents 

ČLack of coordination of college preparation programs at the school site 

ČChallenges associated with transferring from college to the university 

4. Information barrier  

ČParent and student limited knowledge about college readiness and college 
preparation 

ČLack of understanding of the process for transferring from college to the 
university 

 

 



1. Academic Barriers  

STRATEGIES:   

VPre-Algebra in 7th grade before it became a state standard 

VRigorous A-G modeled HS graduation requirements and use of data to monitor progress 
and adapt instruction  

VAcademic support programs: UCIõs Saturday Academy of Law and the Santa Ana Academy 
of Math  

VMiddle College High School: AAõs for nearly 50% of 2010 graduates  

VThe Career Academy Scholars Program that enables 125  SAUSD students to start 
college training in 4 career areas while still enrolled in high school. 
 

SAMPLE RESULTS   

Î  5%+ CST growth in Math & ELA proficient students in 1 year 

ÎSecond year in a row for SAUSD students to gain 21 points+ in API 

ÎSAUSD has doubled the number of students completing required courses for university 
admission in five years. 

ÎSAUSD has increased students placing into degree-applicable (non-remedial) English 
classes by 227% and by 244% into comparable levels of college math classes at SAC since 
2000.  
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2. Financial Barriers  
STRATEGIES : 

VBegin financial planning for college early ð starting in middle school ð with both parents and 
students 

VInform students and families, as early as possible, about opportunities and resources for 
undocumented students 

VCollaboratively develop resources within and beyond the college for direct awards to 
students, while maximizing federal and state aid for all eligible students 

  

SAMPLE RESULTS : 

ÎThe Santa Ana 2000 Fund is supported by individual donors from the City of Santa Ana, 
SAUSD, and SAC who contribute monthly from their paychecks so students from SA can 
attend college.  

ÎSanta Ana College Foundation  awards more than 500 scholarships per year. The newest 
initiative, the Opportunity Scholarship Fund is a partnership with our Academic Senate and 
outside donors to support immigrant students working their way towards permanent 
residency while attending SAC.  

ÎThe Hispanic Education Endowment Fund distributes resources from its $2 million 
endowment to students annually to support college, university, and graduate programs of 
study for Latino students in the region.  

ÎBank on Santa Ana Partnership providing financial literacy and micro loans to students 
in need 

 

 



3. Structural Barriers  
 

STRATEGIES :  

VOne stop Higher Education Centers in all Santa Ana high schools 

VPartners work with all students to create college-going plans 

VEarly Decision program provides priority registration to SAC 

VSanta Ana College Learning Communities, transfer support and mentoring programs 
assist students from their initial enrollment at SAC through to university transfer. 

VEarly college experience for students still in high school 
  

SAMPLE RESULTS :  

Î78% of SAUSD graduates enroll in postsecondary education, up significantly over the 
past five years.  

ÎSAC university transfers rose from a total of 606 in 1997-1998 to a record high of 
1791 in 2008-2009. 

ÎLatino student transfers rose from 109 to 716 during this interval. They currently 
comprise the largest group of transfer students at SAC across all ethnicities. 
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